COLE FAMILY NEWSLETTER January 2021
The year 2020 will be a year to remember and The Cole Family made memories of their own!
Besides cemetery cleaning and tree planting, there was the kickoff to the Bicentennial of Cole
County, Cole Family Reunion, and a dedication of the Cole, Boone, and Callaway Counties
monument.

86th Cole Reunion
Annual Reunion of the Families of Wm Temple Cole and Stephen Cole
Harley Park, Boonville, Missouri
August 9, 2020

Twenty-two Cole descendants met at Harley Park, Boonville on Sunday, August 9, 2020. Several brought
individual picnic lunches, varying from the usual, carry-in dinner where the food is pooled. With the COVID19 virus still spreading, the individual picnic lunches were deemed appropriate. There was plenty. Aiming to
minimize potential virus spread, the group stayed somewhat socially distant. Some wore masks, some did not.
The skies remained cloud-covered with a nice breeze making it pleasant under the park shelter house.
Scrapbooks were viewed and stories shared as everyone became reacquainted and met new cousins. We
circled up for a prayer and introduced ourselves. Briana Fortman was youngest at 14, and Carolyn Cole
Eichelberger was the oldest. The Fortman’s had the biggest family present, with Nancy Fortman Aldrich, and
her brother Herman Fortman, Douglas and Brianna Fortman, Herman’s son and granddaughter. Charles and
Judy Cole have been married 59 years, and recently retired Peggy Dukes traveled the greatest distance, coming
from Amarillo, TX. Family traveled locally and from across Missouri from Hannibal to Springfield, Sheldon
and Kansas City.
Minutes for the Business Meeting:
President, Bob Painter opened the meeting with a review of the 2019 minutes. They were accepted as printed.
Secretary-Treasurer, Kim Dickerson presented the Treasury Report. Collections generously brought in the
following monies to each fund:
Cemetery Fund $440
Scholarship Fund - $222
General Fund $135
Total Donations =
$797
Committee Reports:
Cemetery Report: Carolyn Eichelberger, chairman reported. Tom Briscoe and his team removed the
standing dead trees in the fall 2019, improving the cemetery appearance greatly. Remaining is a tall stump and
a large branch. Local, Bobby Painter plans to cut the branch for firewood. He and Tom Briscoe will discuss
additional needs since Tom has access to a skid loader. Jim Huckabay continues to mow the cemetery nicely.
President, Bob Painter pointed out that MoDOT maintains the adjoining roadside park and along the highway
in front of the cemetery. Bob and several others are interested in placing an interpretive marker at the
cemetery, telling the history of the area and of those buried there. He plans to pursue the marker with the
Missouri Historical Society, Missouri State Parks and other possible sources of help. The Association owns
the cemetery, so placement on cemetery property should be acceptable.

Scholarship Report: Judy Cole, chairman reported. A $250 scholarship was awarded to Ethan Walker,
Boonville. His mother is Missy Walker, daughter of John and Nancy Ward. Ethan was at a church camp and
unable to attend the reunion. He will be attending the University of Missouri this fall. Judy conducted the
applicant review by email this year and found it to be an efficient means of interaction. Serving committee
members are Judy Cole (chair), Missy Walker (abstained in 2020), Laura Cooper, Courtney Cole, Kim
Dickerson, and Ken Fortney. Judy thanked the committee members and encouraged eligible students to apply
for the scholarship.
Election of Officers –
Jon Painter nominated Robert (Bob) Painter of Smithville, MO to continue as president. Robin Painter
nominated Jon Painter of Hannibal, MO for vice president, and Carolyn Eichelberger nominated Kim
Dickerson of Moberly, MO to continue as secretary-treasurer. All were unanimously elected. The officers for
2020-21 are as follows:
President: Robert (Bob) Painter,
Vice President: Jon Painter,
Secretary-Treasurer: Kim Dickerson.
Congratulations Jon Painter and a big THANK YOU to Nancy Aldrich for her service as past Vice President.
Announcements:
• Friends of Historic Boonville museum currently has Cole family memorabilia.
• The Association plans to reserve Shelter House #2 for 2021, if possible. VP, Jon Painter will pursue.
• Zazzle.com still has the Hannah Cole image, so people can order imprinted items, such as stamps from
the website.
• The Cole Association maintains information on its website, www.coleassociation.com. John Sage
continues to manage the site for us. THANK YOU, John, for your service.
• Don't let your family information get out of date. Send it to our genealogist Maude Miller: 13676
Diablo Creek Drive, Vail, Arizona 85641, 808-342-3386
supermommie242000@gmail.com
The family plans to meet again next year in Harley Park on the second
Sunday in August, which will be August 8, 2021.
Bob adjourned the meeting and introduced our guest speaker, Bob Priddy
who retired from 40 years as Missourinet News Director. Bob’s program,
Across Our Wide Missouri, became 3 of his 6 books. Missouri history is
his forte, and Bob is an authority on Cole history. He finds our family tree
more of a tangled vine than a tree, and he gave an interesting talk
unraveling a likely timeline of Cole travel as the family settled in the
Boone’s Lick area and then pursued the Santa Fe trail. He honored Hannah, as well as her sister, Phoebe and
the slave, Lucy as being pioneering women. Bob closed, reciting the words to a Bob Dyer song, which also
recounts the Cole’s part in settling Mid-Missouri.
The complete text of the presentation is posted on the www.coleassociation.com website.
President Painter presented Mr. Priddy with a card, thanked him, and told him he was an honorary Cole.
Big shout out to Kim Dickerson, Secretary-Treasure for her detailed minutes.

2020 Cole Family Reunion Photo

Cole County Turns 200 Years Old
Cole County kicked off its Bicentennial Celebration June 5, 2020 in Marion, Missouri. Dignitaries, family
members and local citizens gathered alongside the mighty Missouri River, seated on bales of straw. Bob Priddy
was the guest speaker, detailing that Cole County should be named after William Temple Cole instead of
Stephen Cole. The Bicentennial Committee designed a commemorative silver and brass coin named for Cole
County. Mr. Priddy presented the 10th print silver coin to the Cole Family Association, which was accepted by
Bob Painter on behalf of the Cole Family. Naught Vineyards of Jefferson City, Missouri, bottled a special wine
entitled Captain Cole Crimson. A bottle was also presented to the Cole Family. Big thank you to Bob Priddy
and Tom & Sharon Naught for your generosity. These items will be place alongside our Cole Family historical
memorabilia at The Friends of Historic Booneville Museum. Missouri Bourbon Whiskey bottled 100 bottles
of bourbon titled Cole County 200. All items were on hand for display and sale at the bicentennial celebration.

coin & wine & 5 family memb

Monument Dedication
On November 16, 2020, the Cole, Boone, Callaway Monument was dedicated at the point where all three counties come
together alongside the Katy Trail, just north of Jefferson City. The monument commemorates the bicentennial celebration
of the three counties and the state of Missouri. Missouri Governor Mike Parsons spoke as well as commissioners from the
three counties. November 16 marks the date each county was formed. Cole family members in attendance were
recognized by Mr. Priddy, who also was a speaker. Bob Priddy wrote the inscription on the monument.

Cole Family Spotlight
Velma Cole’s granddaughter, Laurel McMillian, competed in the Pinto World Championship competition last fall in
Oklahoma. This was her first time to compete at the World Competition. She received 2 Reserve Champion Silver Belt
Buckle Awards and 3 addition top 5 ribbons. In addition to her riding talents, Laurel graduated from college in 2020 with
honors in engineering. Way to go Laurel, we are so proud of you!

Happy New Year!!!
Hope to see you at the Cole Family Reunion on Sunday, August 8, 2021.
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