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Annual Reunion of the Families of Stephen Cole and Wm Temple Cole 

 88th Annual Cole Family Reunion- August 14th, 2022  

Smiles abounded from the 65 Cole descendants who ventured to Harley Park, Boonville, on Sunday, 
August 14th, 2022, to share in the fun of the annual Cole Family Reunion.   

 Though predicted hot, the day’s cloud cover and breeze made it quite pleasant.   

The late Pat Painter Todd’s girls, Kim, granddaughter, Shannon, and 
great-granddaughter, River, manned the registration table, bringing 
back a 20+-year-old tradition of presenting each attendee with a 
wooden medallion name tag.  Beads were available to decorate.   

Benjamin Cooper’s descendants attended, hoping to gain information 
on their ancestors who had traveled at the same time as the William 

Temple Cole and Stephen Cole families.  Several shared stories, scrapbooks, and genealogical records.   

Our scholarship award winner, 
Sidney Buchman, came from 
Grafton, Wisconsin, along with 
his mother and grandmother.  
Descendants flew and drove in 
from across the nation… from 
South Carolina to Montana.  

Also, Betty Venter from Pritchett, Co. The Jon Painter family and the Karen Kalmus family, tied for 
having the most family in attendance, with 7 each.  Carolyn Eichelberger was the oldest, with Charles 
Cole and Wanda Lewis following closely.  The youngest was Hailey Belbeck, at 4 years.  Several family 
members met for dinner Saturday evening and enjoyed socializing and catching up with one another. 

Charles Cole led us in prayer, and Don Fues took our group pictures.   

After lunch, Tishia Martin spoke.  She is a Cole descendant on both sides -great x5 
granddaughter and great x6 granddaughter of Hannah and William Temple Cole.  She 
wrote, and her Daughter Tessa designed the pamphlet, The Hannah Cole Fort, which is a 
brief biography of residents of the early Hannah Cole Fort.  Tish spoke about her activity 

in the Daughters of the American Revolution and about her work as a genealogist. We really 
appreciate all the background research Tish has done over the past few years. 

Following the business meeting, the group dispersed and visited the Cole’s Fort property.  Bob and 
Robin and Bob (PG) have opened up the bluff, clearing brush and mowing.  The river 
view is magnificent!   They also opened up the property to Dr. Candice Sall and the 
University of Missouri Archaeological Museum for exploration and research.  Dr. Sall and 
her daughter Izzy, attended the reunion and were on hand at the Cole’s Fort property.  

 



Minutes for the Business Meeting: The official minutes are posted on our website 
www.Coleassociation.com. 

Nominations of Officers:  Carolyn Eichelberger nominated the current slate of officers to remain 
in service:  Robert (Bob) Painter of Smithville, MO, to continue as president; Jon Painter of Hannibal, 
MO, to continue as vice president; and Kim Dickerson of Moberly, MO, to continue as secretary-
treasurer.   

Announcements: (and updates) 

• Scholarship:  Due to an anonymous donation, we were able to increase our scholarship 
amount to $500 this year, which also increased the number of applications. We encourage 
eligible students to apply for future scholarships.  Now is the time to start applying for 2023. 
You may access the Scholarship application online at www.coleassociation.com  

• Friends of Historic Boonville Museum currently houses our Cole family memorabilia, and it 
was inventoried this past fall by several family members. 

• The Association maintains the website, coleassociation.com, and a Facebook page, Cole Family 
Association. This is paid for and maintained by John Sage. Thank you, John. 

• Bob Painter (PG) –is cleaning the stones with D2 he donated.  He also 
cut two large trees and cleared the brush.  Bob and Brice Kammerich 
cleaned up the tree trunk along the fence.  In January, while finishing tree 
clean up, Cole members walked the cemetery and found a buried stone. If 
you have pictures or information about the cemetery and those buried 
there, please send that to us.   
Pictured:  Stone for William Palmer. The top part had broken off and buried 

below the ground. 
• May 20th is the Annual DAR Daughters of the American Revolution wreath-laying ceremony 

at Briscoe Cemetery. Beginning at 10 AM there will be a cleanup of the area and refreshments.   
• Tish Martin and Ray Owens have led the way in forming a Genealogy Committee to verify, 

scan and update our history, and to put it online at Ancestry.com.  Contact 
genealogy@coleassociation.com for more information, and to share your updates.  

Cole Corner:  

• We are pleased to announce that Sidney Buchman, the 2021 Hannah Cole 
Scholarship winner, has made the Dean’s List at Loyola University- Chicago for his 
first semester. We are proud of you, Sidney. and so grateful to meet you, your 
mom, Valerie, and your grandmother, Diane Cole.  

• Velma Cole has been elected President of Missouri United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 

• Wanda Carver visited the Isle of Capri the night before the reunion and WON!!! 
On Sunday, she donated half her winnings to the Cole Association. Thank You, 
Wanda!!! 

89th Cole Family Reunion 

Mark your calendar now for the upcoming 89th Cole Family Reunion at Harley Park on August 13, 
2023, which is the second Sunday in August. We will continue with the potluck-style picnic. 
Registration begins at 11:00 A.M. and lunch at noon. We will not shorten our time at the reunion to  



visit the fort site this year so that everyone can have more family and visiting time. However, the fort 
will be open following the reunion for anyone who is interested. 

2023 Reunion Weekend- August 13th, 2023 

We are working on possible points of interest to visit on Saturday, August 12, 2023. We will plan to 
meet at the Hannah Cole statue at 5:30 that evening and then venture out to eat and visit, for anyone 
who is interested. Look for more details to come. 

Family Member Memorial:   

 

 

 

 

 

NEED YOUR HELP, Please respond: 

• If you know of family members for whom we might not have their contact information, send that 
information (name, address, email address) to bpainter@coleassociation.com or 816-806-0733.  
We would like to build a database and possibly a directory.  So, reach out to your family. Thanks! 

 

 

Alberta Hazel 
Fethke - August 
17th, 2022 

Pamela Kay Evans  
November 4th, 
2022 

Patsy Nan Wittman 
April 26th, 2022 



     

 

 

    

   

 

 

Cole Family Association  

www.coleassociation.com  
https://www.facebook.com/colefamilyassociation 
bpainter@coleassociation.com  
      


